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mony of musicke, and did conuert it vnto an imperious gouernment, or rather to a kingly authoritie : but yet held still a diiect course, and kept himselfe euer vpright without fault, as one that did, said, and counselled that, which was most expedient for the common-weale. He many times brought on the people by perswasions and reasons, to be willing to graunt that he preferred vnto them : but many times also, he draue them to it by force, and made them against their wils do that, which was best for them. Folowing therein the deuise of a wise phisition : who in a long and changeable disease, doth graunt his pacient sometime to take his pleasure of a thing he liketh, but yet after a moderate sort: and another time also, he doth giue him a sharpe or bitter medicine that doth vexe him, though it heale him. For (as it falleth out commonly vnto people that enioy so great an empire) many times misfortunes did chance, that filled the full of sundry passids, the which Pericles alone could finely steere and gouerne with two prin-cipall rudders, feare, and hope : brideling with the one, the fierce and insolent rashnesse of the common people in prosperitie, and with the other comforting their griefe and discouragement in aduersitie. Wherein he manifestly proued, that Rhetoricke and Eloquence (as Plato saith) is an art which quickneth mens spirits at her pleasure, & her chiefest skill is, to know how to moue passions and affections throughly, which are as stops and sounds of the soule, that would be plaid vpon with a fine fingred hand of a cunning maister. All which, not the force of eloquence only brought to passe, as Thucydides wit-nesseth: but the reputation of his life, and the opinion & confidence they had of his great worthinesse, because he would not any way be corrupted with gifts, neither had he any couetousnes in him. For when he had brought his citie not onely to be great, but